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Life of Firdousee, the Persian Poet, Author of Soohrab. 
(Concluded from. Page 294.) 


HEN Firdousee arrived at Ghugneen, the success of 
Unsuree in giving a poetical dress to the romance of 
Roastum and Soohrab, was the subject of procs) abservation 
aod praise.* Animated by this proof of literary taste, he 
commenced upon the story of the battles of Isfundiyar and 
Roostum, aud having completed it, he embraced the earliest 
VOL. 57. 22 


* A singular anecdote is also related im the same preface. When 
our author reached the capital, be heppened te pass ndar a garden 
where Unsuree, Usjudec, and Fursokhee were seated. The posts ob- 
served hima approach, and gt once agreed that if the stranger chanced 
to have any taste fur poetry, which they intended to put to the test, he 
should be admitted to their friendship. Firdousee joined them, and 
hearing their proposal, promised to exert bis powers. Unsuree com- 
meaced with an exteMmpurancaus verse : 

The light of the moon to thy splendor is weak, 

Usjudee rejoined : 

‘The rose is eclipsed by the bloom of thy cheek ; 

Then Furrokhee : 

Thy eye-lashes dart thro’ the folds ef she joshun. farmaur. } 

And Pisdousre ; 

Like the javclia of Gu in the battle with Poshun. 
The poets were astonished at the readiness of the stranger, and ashamed 
of being totally ignorant of the story of Gu and Posbun, which Fir 
dousee related us described in the Bastas-namu They inmediately 
treated kim with the greatest kindness and sespect. 
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opportunity of getting that poem presented to the Sooltan, 
who had already scen abiindant eVidence of the transcendent 
talents of the author. Mahmood regarded the production 
with admiration and delight. He, without hesitating a mo. 
ment, appointed him to complete the Shahnamu, and ordered 
his chief minister} to pay him a thousand misquals for every 
thousadd disrichsj and ‘atthe same time honored him with 
the surname of Firdousee, because that he had diffused over 
his courts the delights of paradise.{ Unsuree liberally ac 
knowledged the superiority-ote-#trdousee’s genius, and relin- 
quished the andertaking without apparent regret. 

The minister, in compliance with the injunctions of Mah. 
mood, offered to pay the'sums asthe work went on; but Fir. 
dousee preferred waiting ‘till he had completed his engage- 
ment, and receiving the whole at once, as he had long indulged 
the hope of being able to do Sé6mething of importance for the 
benefit of his native city. 

{t appears that Firdousee was of an independent spivit, and 
not of that pliant disposition which was necessary to satisfy 
the expectations and demands of the proud Wuzeer, who of- 
fended at his unbending manwers; did every thing in his power 
to ruin his jaterest with the Kiag. Several passages in his 
poems were*extiacted and ‘invidivasly commented upon, as 
containing sentiments couttary to the principles of the true 
faith! ft was alleged that they proved him to be an im- 
pious philasopher, a schismatic, and a follower of Ulee. Bat 
in’ spire of allihat artifice and maligznity could frame, the poet 
rose in the esteem of the public. Admiration followed him in 
the progress of the work, and presents were showered upon 
him from every quarter. The poems were at length completed. 

‘The composition of -sixty thousand couplets* appears to have 
cost bi the labour of thirty vears. The Sooltan was fally 
sensible ‘of the vale and excellence of that ‘splendid monu- 
ment of genius and taleuts, and proud of beigg the patro- 
niser of a work which promised to perpetuate his name, he or- 
dered an elepfiant load of gold tobe given to the author. 
Bat the malignity of the minister was unappeased, and he was 
siill bent upou the degradation and ruin of the poet.  Instetd 
of the clephant-load of gold, he sent him 60,000 silver ‘dir- 
hums!§ Firdousee was in the public bath at the time, and 

t Uhtmud Mymundee. 

t Firdouse signifies paradise. 

* In a dissertation c:lled Yaminee, it is said that the ancient. poet 
Rodukee, who flourished half a century before Firdousee, had written 
ove million and three hundred verses!!! 

§ ‘This conduct ts more than paralleled by the Cardinal Farnese. 
Avuibale Ca acct devoted eight years of study and labour in painting 

the series uf pictures inthe Farnese Gallery at Rome, which do bonov! 
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when he found that the bags contained only silver, he was so 
enraged at the insult offered him, that on the spot he gave 
90,000 to the keeper of the, bath, 20,000 to the seller of refreshe 
wents, and 20,000 to the slave who brought them, “ The 
Sooltan shali know,” he said “.that I did not béstow the la- 
bour of thirty years on a work, to be rewarded with dirbums!” 
When this circumstance came to the knowledge of the King,, 
he was exceedingly exasperated at the disgraceful conduct of 
the minister ; who had, however, artifice andingeanity enough 
to'exculpate himself, and to cast all the blame upon the poet. 
Firdousee was charged with disrespectful and insulting beha- 
viour to his sovereign ; andl Mahmood, thus stimulated to re- 
sentinent, and not questioning the veracity of the minister, 
passed an order that the negt morning he should be trampled 
todeath under the feet of an elephant. The unfortunate poet, 
panic-struck and in the greatest consternation heard the. will 
of the Soaltan. He immediately hurried to the presence, and 
falling at the feet of the King, begged for mercy, at the same 
time pronouncing an elegant eulogium on the glories of his 
reign, and the innate generosity of hisheart. The King, touched 
by his agitation, and respecting the brilliancy of his talents, at 
length condescended to revoke the order. 

But the wound was deep, and not to be endured without 
a mormer. He went home and wrote a satire »gainst Muoh- 
mood, with all the bitterness of reproach which insulted merit 
could devise, and instantly fled from the court. He passed 
some time at Mazinduran and afterwards took refuge at Bag- 
dad, where he was in high favour with the Caliph Ul Qadur 
Billah, in whose praise he added a thousand couplets to the 
Shabnamu, and for which he received a robe of honour, and 
(0,000deenars. He also wrote a poem called Joseph during 
his stay in that city. 

Mahmood at length became acquainted with the falsehood 
and treachery of the Wuzeer, whose cruel persecution of the 
unoffending poet had involved the character and reputation 
of his court in disgrace. His indignation was extreme, and 
the minister was bauished for ever from his presence. Anx- 
ious to make all the reparation in his power for the injustice he 
had been guilty of, he immediately dispatched to Bagdad, 
a present of 60,000 deenars, and a robe of state, with many 
apologies for what had happened. But Firdousse did not live 
to be gratified by this consoling acknowledgement. He had 


222 


to his name and country, and when he expected to be rewarded with the 
munificence which they merited, he received little more than 200], and 
to add tothe indignity, the amount is said to have been sent to him in 
copper money ! 4 
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returnedto his friends at Toos. where he died before the present 
from the King arrived. His family however scrupulously de. 
voted it to the benevolent purposes which the poet had origi. 
nally intended, viz. the erection of public buildings, and the 
general improveinent of his native city. 

This brief biographical notice is the suaof all that is known 
of thre great Firdousee. The poet seems to have lived to a 
considerable age. When he wrote the satire against Mah. 
mood, according to his own sceount, he was more than seventy: 


When charity demands a bounteous dole, 

Close is thy haud, contracted as thy soul ; 

Now seventy years have marked my long career, 
Nay more: but age has no protection here? 


Probably about ten years. elapsed during his sojourn at Mazio- 
duran and Bagdad, after be quitted the court of Ghuzneen, w 
that be must have been at least eighty when be died. 





BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


T appesrs fram the Appendix to the Fourth Report of the 
Bible Society, that the Icelandic Scriptures, distributed by 

the personal exertions of the Reverend E. Henderson, have 
been gratefully received by the inhabitants ef Iceland ; that 
of the thirteen editions of the Seriptures, im whole, or in part, 
printing in Russia at the last General Meeting, eight have 
been, completed, the remainder are in progress, and some 
nearly finished making altogether, at least, 110,000 copies, ac- 
tually in the press. The Russian Society is printing the New 
Testament in the language of Moldavia, a dialect of the mo- 
dern Greek for the inhabitants of that country and Wallachia ; 
and the missionaries established at Astrachan are engaged in 
an edition of the Gospelof St. Luke in the Tartar haguage. 
An edition of 5000 copies of the New Testament in the Samo- 
gitian dialect is also in hand. The Russian, Auxiliaries at 
Astracvan and Theodocia occupy important; stations; the 
former will direct his attention to Persia, Georgia, and the 
countries to the east of the Caspian ; whilst the latter extends 
its views to the Crimea, and even to Asia Minor. A transla- 
tion of the Bible into the modern Russian language, promoted 
by the Emperor, bas been resolved upon. The last report no- 
ticed, that the number of Bible Societies within the United 
States of America amounted to sixty-nine: it appears their 
number is now increased to one hundred and fifteen. The 
Esquimesox are already in possession of the four Gospels 
The Cominittee have seni a supply of 200 Dutch Bibles, and 
an equal number of Testaments, for the use of Christian 
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Hottentots at Bethelsdotp, in Southern Africa; and they have 
also supplied the Ret. Mr. Lathrobe with 200 Duteh ‘Testa- 
nents for distribution in that country 

‘At Yongroo, in Southern Africa, a disposition appears 
among the Mahomedans tp receive the Scriptures in the 
Arabic language. The Committe have undertaken to print 
the Gospel of St. Matthew in the Bellon langaage: The print- 
ing of the Persian and Arabic New Testaments are among the 
objects which occapy the attention and fends of the Corres- 
ponding Committee. The Gospel of St. Joho bas been trans- 
lated into the Bengnice language. The residue of an edition 
of 5000 Talmul New Testament have been sent to Madras for 
distribution; they were thankfully received. The Malayalim 
version of the Four Gespels has been distributed among the 
nembers of the Syfian Church. The publication ot the 
Armenian Bible, bitherto unavoidably delayed, it is hoped will 
be completed in the beginning of next year. 

The demand for the Portuguese Scriptures, by the Roman 
Catholics in [ndia, bas very considerably increased, even among 
the priests at Goa,—-1000 Portagnese Testaments have been 
sent to Calcutta and Bombay respectively; and to the latter 
place, 300 Arabic Bibles, for ‘circulation chiefly: among the 
Mahomedans in Surat. Four Gospels are finished in the Pak; 
and in Cingalese, the entite New Testament. In China, the 
Rev. Mr. Morrison having nearly circulated the 2090 copies of 
his Chincse translation of the New Testament, has entered upon 
a doodecimo edition. Of the Arabic Bibles and Tesiaments 
sentto Java, a very considerable number have been sould ; and 
sowe of the merchants and Sheiks are described, as sitting in 
company whole nights together, reading them with the grea- 
tvst eagerness and attedtion, The missionaries at Ermeo, in 
the South Seas, under the patronage of the Londen Mission- 
dry Society, have translated the Gospel of St Luke into the 
Taheitan language. ‘I'he general statement of the copres of the 
Scriptures, issued from March 31, 1815, to Mareh $4, 1816, is 
838,168 Bibles—110,068 Testaments; making the total issued, 
from the commenceinent of the Institution to tle Jast mene 
tioned period, 654,427 Bibles—S28,546 Testaments: in al, 
1,482,972 copies, exclusive of about 75,500 cepies circulated 
at the chargeof the Sucicty, from depositories abroad ; mak- 
ing a total of one million, five handred and fifty-seven thou. 
sand, nine hundred, and seventy-three copies, already cireu- 
lated by the British and Foreign Bible Society ! 
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Communication to the Bath Literary and Philosophical Soesety. 


N R. CRANCH communicate: to the Society the substance 
of sowe papers transmitted to him from Dorchester, neac 
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Boston in New England, relative to a-mamuy discovered ina 
iin mevse ‘subterranean cavern. inthe State of Kheatucky. 

The mumoy is that ofa stout. woman nearly six feet in 
height, though the whole matericl is so inteusely dry as to 
weigh but twenty pounds, 

It was foundan the cavern-at.the distance cf three miles 
from itseatrance. The figere appeared seated ina sort of 
rude sarcophagus co:nposed.of five limestone slabs ;the fifth 
stone serving as a cover or ,entablajure to the rest, exactly 
similar tothe ancient cromicehs still extant in varioas places 
of the British islinds. The kaces had becn brought close up 
to. the body ;—the hands were clasped upon the breast ;— the 
head, covered wit something like a coronet, was erect ;—and 
the whole figure was nuilled up and covered witha number 
of garments made of wild hemp aod willow bark. Several 
bags containing beads, trinkets, and various handicraft imple. 
ments were lying by the body, with a sort of work-basket, a 
curious.ousical instrument, auda tan made of feathers ala 
Vandyke. 

The entrance of the cavern is 40 feet high by 50 feet wide, 
and for some years past seltpetre bas been made and oxen 
woiked as faras two wiles within it. A Mr. Ward hag re- 
cently explored Ahis wonderful cavern to the extent of ten 
sniics. He says that afier having proceeded some «miles they 
ascendeda vertical chimney-likhe passage, and climbing up 
from one stone to another about 40 feet, they entered at mid- 
night a chamber 1800 feet in circumterence, and 150 feet high 
inthe centre! From this chamber they proceeded about a 
mile further, and how mach forther they might have gone they 
knew not. In another chamber which they traversed, they 
were presented witha scene to which there is at preseul, 
perhaps, no parallel in natural history— a single arch of solid 
rock 100 feet bigh projeciing over ap area of not less than 
eight acres; From the observations which they made, they 
fully satisfied themselves of this further astonishing fact,-~ that 
Green River, a mighty siream navigable for several hundred 
wiles, must necessarily ibave passed over their heads in three 
different branches of the cavern. 

A great many discoveries, it is added inthe communication 
to Mr. Cranch, bave been made in Kentucky, which indicate 
the existence, at some very. remote period, of a state of society, 
arts, and social habits, far more advanced than any of the ab- 
onginal tribes huhe:to known have exhibited, 

{ft is with pleasure we observe that the utility of the Bath 
and West of England Society is increasing every year; is pe- 
pularity is also improving, in proportion to its value, and the 
members of it are cminent for takents and genius.] 
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Mr. Haydon’s and other Copies of Ancient Paintings for the Bris 
tish Institation. Bows 

NE test of real talent in a student, which'a cordial love of 

art hight ripen into fame, is derived from tlie evidence, 
produced by correct copying from the great masters, that he 
feels their beauties. This evidence is given’ by'a few of the 
stadents, whose copies’ and imitations of some of the illus- 
trious Italian artists were lately inspected by the ‘governors of 
the institution, and many other admirers ana promoters of art; 
bot an eminent artist has also joined, and inspired the young 
aspirants at the institution, and, for atime, leaving bis own ad= 
mired and original ‘practice, has paid the homage of bis powers 
to the venerated genius of Ltaly, by copying parts of the Cartoons 
of Raffaelle. Mt. Haydon has executed them in chalk with the 
taste,and truth,and energy,that were expected from him, withthe 
exception of a deviation, as we think, from their otherwise accu- 
rate character, by too much use of glaring white, by which the 
calmness and severity of expression, so deeply and delightfully 
felt from the originals, are impaired. Independently of this, 
Mr. Haydon’s approximate to the petfection of chalk draw- 
ings ; we can conceive no marking of the outlines more beayti- 
fully varied or true in their direction and their touch.—Mr, 
Bebnnes’s copy of St. Paul tas in every part too hard and uni- 
form a marking; yet it possesses much of the elevated senti- 
ment of Kaffaelle, in consequence of the chastity and ' gravity 
and breadth of the light and shade, eonnected as they are with 
much spirited squareness of drawing aud fidelity in the forms, 
—When we cousider the youth of Messrs. T. and C. Landseer, 
we cannot but augur most favoutably of their fulwre eminence, 
approaching as their copies do towards the finished beauties of 
Mr. Haydon’s. In’ the bearded and stern’ head behind St. 
Paul, Mr. C. Landseer has given not only the pilenitude of ex- 
pression, the firin and forcible marking of forms, but’ the 
potent depth of shade, which, resembling Rembrandt's, peue- 
trates the mind of the spectator with ‘mysteriousness and awe. 
His other heads are drawn with fidelity to those first beauties, 
the expression and the drawing, and with an elegant hatcirihg 
of the chalk, and due observance of the masses, in a happy 
medium between too much light or shade.—Mr. T. Landseer’s 
also are remarkably close ‘o their originals, with a beautiful 
play of the chalk. There is great dexterity of hand, precision 
and cupiousness of form, in his head of Paul, and indeed in 
allhis drawings. His groups: frou the Miraculous Draught 
are also excellent, though perhaps a littl too much Wiitened. 
The oil copies are mostly inefficient. From the Good Shep- 
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herd by the amiable Murijlo, Mr, Watson bas made two eo. 
pies, which would be vesg striking apart from their prototype, 
in which, as in all Murillo’s historical works, his peculiar 
amenity of.oature is apparewt. .The main failure in these co- 
pies is the meagreness of the toych.aod mivor foxms, whigh 
wre profeagly agreeable. in the origipal, Mr. Hoffland’s 
Ciaudes promise excellence. . They are gt present unfinished, 
Mr, Givver has a pleasing imitation of Glande, hut be bas 
made three capital mistakes. He is too blue, for in Claude all 
was uaocbirgaive thaugh powerfully presented ;-—he is te0 
crowded, for Claude always had a large proportion of. open- 
ness of space, ¥9 as tv see much atmosphere between his fore 
ground and distances, and in his sky—a pecyliar charm in this 
greet painter of sesene naiure ;——he ig flat in his effect, for the 
hialian artia works fram. the highest light up to the deepest 
shade.—Mr. Leslic’s Adaration of ihe Shepherds would bea 
very rich vopy of Paul Veronese, were the light more concep- 
trated, the half tints kept more down, apd the general cqlogr 
warmer. Jy is painied with much power—Mr. Perigal’s isa 
rich litle copy, far it is very faithful to the bright and beaptifal 
origingl--~-Mr, Thomas’s is a glowing copy from thy Marquis 
of Stefferd’s Lerd’s Supper by P. Veranese, from which Mr. 
Heaphy has else painted a beautiful aod animated copy.in ye 
ser colours, The vivacious Titien’s Daughter, the sight of 
which gives 9 Gllip of cheerfulness almost in melancholy itself, 
is well copied io Miss Kendrick’s miviature. She las ap- 
proached the_nearest to the outline and air of her model. 
The governors of the institution deserve well of the public 
and the British artists for this best measure of their admuinstra- 
von, the supplying ewsylous professors and students with such 
genuine means.of improvement. There is one main thing 
mare wasting 10 complete their useful plaa—it is the bestowal 
of encouragement for the professed purpose of ornamenting 
peblic buildiags with dignified native art. This was one of 
the prime gauses of the excellence of the Spanish and [talian 
painters, and the glorious artists of Greece; and, in the name 
of all that is honourable to the human intellect in every other 
art and science in which Englishmen have for the wast part 
been pre-eminent, why, if they were put in passession of every 
attainable facility for that purpese, should they not reach the 
glory of these great painters? Happily every walk of ar} is ad- 
vancing,——every man is pursuing ois own path, seeking his own 
wanis, and supplying his owa deficiencies:—for these will the 
Euglish school be characterised, A few years ouly are waul- 
ing, to make foreigners look with as much awe on og: art, as 
they already do on ovr arms. Ten yeers ago a Frenchman 
heard of au English soldier with shrugs and snécrs: ten years 
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ago an English historical painter was an excellent joke in France; 
its authors would sit down to prove tbat England could never 
produce one. They are already beginning to be a little more 
subdued, and before many years pass, they will, we are confi- 
den, be submissive on this point altogether. Thus itis, Eng- 
land bas always fought her way through the insolence, pre- 
sumption, and ignorance of her neighboyrs ; she has to fight 
her way in art, and she will do it, and gloriously con- 
clude as she always concludes when her energies are fairly 
excited. 








MATERIALS FOR A ROMANCE, 


—_——— 
——e 


TO THE EDITOR, 








Sir, 


HE late Mrs. Charlotte Smith intitled a selection from the 
Causes Celebres, “ The Romance of Real Life ;” a very 
appropriate denomination for an order of events which prove 
that acknowledged fiction can sometimes be paralleled from 
the records of fact. ‘The first of the stories in the recent pro- 
duction of a man of genius, called“ Tales of my Landlord,” 
namely, the Black Dwarf, represents a fancy sketch of no small 
eccentricity ; but that itis not entirely devoid of verisimilitude, 
the follawing authenticated particulars of an inhabitant of the 
same country in which he is placed, will prove to such of your 
readers as will take the trouble to compare the personages, real 
and imaginary. The facts are drawn from a sketch by the 
mivister of the district in which the extraordinary man de- 
scribed, resided. 

Angus Foy Fletcher, on whose birth and connexions the #e- 
cord is silent, was an inhabitant of Glenorchy, in the High- 
lands of Scotland. Ata very early agehe discovered an ex- 
treme predilection for solitude, and distaste to social inter- 
course ; and as he advanced in years those habits became so 
confirmed, he left human society, and builta hut in the wildest 
aud most mountainous parts of Glenorchy and Rannoch. 
In this solitude he trusted for subsistence to his dog apd his 
gun ; his arms, a dirk and a spear,and his habit a belted plaid. 
All was wild about him, excepta few goats, which he bred, 
and conducted to fresh pasture when necessary. LHe associated 
neither with man nor woman, and, if accident or necessity 
threw a human being in his way, he felt evident pain, and al 
ways endeavoured to avoid him. The necessity of pasture for 
his goats obliged him, from time to time, to remove; but if, 
after erecting his hut, he discovered that it w4s built near a se- 
VOL. 57. 3A a 
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questered hamlet or the outlying grounds of any remote farm 
which had escaped his notice, or if he found himself intraded 
upon by the curious, he instantly proceeded to. remove |i 
house (no very burthensome business to him) to apother situa. 
tiop less frequented, and some..times apparently inaccessible, 
This was his routine in spring, summer, and part of winter, but 
in the depth of the latter season he reluctantly submitted to the 
necessity of residing among his fellow-creatures, but unifornly 
arose at break of day, and was absent till night, and generally 
retired to rest without uttering or bearing a word from any 
one; : 

This singular character was attentive to and neat in bis dress, 
His looks, dépottment, and attitude were dignified and lofty; 
and his pace, except when -he avoided meeting company, 
measured and stately. His hair, of which he had a great quaae 
tity, was tied with a parti-coloured ribband, and spreading in 
Juxuriant curls on his back, gave him an appearance that was 
by no means ungraceful, though exceedingly singular. Sueh 
was the stubborn independence of bis spirit, he would have 
perished rather than aska favonr, yet killed, prepared, and 
cooked the whole of his food, and performed every species of 
domestic drudgery with his own hands. Under all these pre- 
sumed humilations, he was haughty and upbending, and exhibie 
ted, in a Christian and civilised country, the picture of man in 
his original state ;—a hunter,a fisher, and aherdsman, wholly 
unacquainted with religion (at least in appearance), reading, 
writing, or any language but the Erse. Ruusseau would have 
adored him ! 

His misanthropy was by no means savage : he once saveda 
female from robbery and violation, aud probably murder, whe 
never knew or saw the fave of her benefactor ; as, after her 
deliverance, he accompanied ber through the midnight gloom 
to the door of her dwelling, and retired without uttering a 
word. ‘The hero of this action would never have beea guessed 
at bat br the discovery of the peculiar ribband with which be 
tied his hair on the spot where he chastised the ruffian whose 
villainy he frustrated, 

At the same time, notwithstanding his avoidance of society 
by every aeons in his power, if a traveller lost his way, or wise 
hap led any one to his hut, he entertained them with unaflec- 
ted hospitality, shared with them his provisions, gave them 
the best place of rest hé could sepply, and in the moruing set 
them on their way ; but prying or wauton intrusion he always 
avoided and repelled, 

Of course, many causes were designed for his singular con- 
duct—as love, insanity, remorse, &c. but nothing ever ap- 
pearcd to countenance any ofthem. In romance his conduct 
mtist have been accounted for; aad here isthe great difticalty 
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of the dealers in it.. They may she borne out, in describing 
extraordinary: facts, but they.are called upon to develop the 
secrets of hearts. ee 

To return to, our parallel :—Angus Fletcher would afford 
fine materials for a tale on the plan of the. Black Dwarf. In 
truth, heis quite as singular, and as an individual far more In- 


teresting, 1 am, Sir, A GLEANER 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DESCRIBED. 











From the National Register. 


HE district of Columbia was originally inhabited by a tribe 
of Indiaas called the Manahoacs; who, according to 
Smith*,were at constant enmity withtbe Powhatans of Virginia, 
Their history iz but imperfectly known. War, the small-pox, 
and the introduction of spirituous liquors, thinued the popula- 
tion rapidly. In 1659 a census was taken; and it was found 
that in 62 years one-third of their former numbers was want- 
ing. They are said to have migrated westwardly, and to have 
become blended with the Tuscacoras. . This district was. ceded, 
by Virginia and Maryland in 1791, and heeame the permanen; 
seat of the general government in 1800. At the time of ins 
cession, the principal proprietors on the eastern side of the 
Potomac were D. Carrol, N. Young, and D. Buros; who cul- 
tivated corn, tobacco, aod. wheat, where the city now siands,. 
The selection of this site epriched those proprietors, particu- 
larly the forme: ; who, however, from a mistaken policy, bas 
withered the giowth of, that section of the city in which the 
most of his property lies. The heir of the latter, Mr. Van 
Ness, pursued a different system, aud by. disposing of his 
ground on moderate terms, has contributed to the rapid im- 
provement of his section of the metropolis, and to the conse- 
quent increase of value in property. 

This district is. 10 miles square, and includes within its 
limits the city of Washington, Alexandria, and Georgetown; 
its diagonal lines are north and south, east and west. The 
southern augle is at Fort Columbus, atthe mouth of Hunting 
Creek, on the left bank of the Potomac. From this the lines 
run at anangle of 45 degrees to the distance of 10 miles, 

The district is composed of portions of Virginia and Mary- 
land, on the east and west side of the Potomac, a grand and 
beautiful river, which rises in the Allegany Mountains, and 
ufter a meandering Course of near 400 miles, empties itself inio 

S3A® 

* Captain Smith’s Histery of Virginia—a very rare and valuable 

work. 
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the Chesapeake bay.’ The Pototniit ‘8° navigable to vessels of 
considerable biirdei ds high ad Georgetodn; atid by means of 
locks which have been erected at the great aiid little fallayy 
navigation fs afforded to boats of no inférior magnitade, for 100 
thiles nearet its source. 

Thete are-séverdl fisheries on the Potomac very productive: 
and valuable, not only to the proprietors, but to the inhabiteite; 
who are thas easily and cheaply furnished with the means‘of 
subsitence_ during the remainder of the year. Shad are ‘sold 
at the different landings for three dollars per hundred, and 
herrings at SO cents per thousand. The following is a list of 
the principal fish caught at these fisheries, viz. Shad, herrings, 
sturgeon, rock, gar, cur), pike, six varieties of the perch, mul. 
Jets, and cat-fish. 





BUONAPARTE AND MULLER, 
THE CELEBRATED HISTORIAN OF $WiTZERLAND. 


Fiom Muller's Posthumous Works. 


N the 19th Mag I was inforiived by the Minister Secretary 

of Stare, Maret, that at seven o'clock of the evening the 
following day [ must Wait on the Emperor Napoleon. | 
waited accordingly onthe Minister at the appointed hour, and 
was préseoted, ‘The Emperorsat on the sopha : a few persons 
whom [ did nét know stood at some distance in the apariinent. 
The Emperor began to speak of the History of Switzerland; 
told me that [ ought to complete it ; that even the more recent 
times bad their interests. He proceeded from the Swiss to 
the old Greek Constitution and History to the Theory of Con- 
stitutions, to the complete diversity of those of Asia, (and the 
causes of this diversity in the climate, polygamy, &c.); the 
opposite characters of the Arabian (which the Emperor bigitly 
extolled) and the Tartarian Raves (which led to the irraprions 
that all civilization had always to dread from that quarter, 
and the necessity of a bulwark); the peenliar value of Evro- 
pean culture (never greater freedom, security of property, hue 
manity, and better luws in general, than since the 15th cen- 
tury); then bow every thing was inkedtogether, and in the 
inscrutable guidance of an invisible hand, and how be him 
self had become great through his enemies; the great confe- 
deration of nations, the idea of which Henry 1V. never had; 
the foundation of all religion, and its necessity ; that mun 
could not wel! beer clear truth, and required to be kept in or- 
der; the possibility however of a more happy condition, if the 
numerous feads ceased, which were occasioned by tgo com- 
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licated constitutions (such as the German), and the intoleras 
Pie burden suffered by. states from excessive armies. A great 
deal more besides was said, and indeed we spoke of almost 
every country and nation. The Emperor spoke at fitst in bis 
ysual manner ;. but the more interesting our conversation be- 
came, he spoke in a lower and lower tone, so that 1 was 
obliged to bead myself quite down to bis face: and no man 
cap have understood whut le said (and therefore many things { 
will not repeat.)—I opposed him occasionally, and he entered 
into discussion. Quite impartially and truly, as before God, 
Famust say that the variety of his kaowledge, the acuteness of 
his observations, the solidity of his understanding (not dazzling 
wit,) his grand and comprehensive views, filled we with asto- 
nishnent; and his manver of speaking to me,with love for him. 
A couple of Marshals, and also the Duke of Benevento, had 
entered in the mean time ; he did net break: off. After five 
quarters, or au hour ond a half, he allowed the concert to be- 
gin, and [ know nat whether accidentally or from goodness, 
he desired pieces which, one of them especially, had reference 
to pastoral life and the Swiss (Rans des Vaches.) Afver this, he 
bowed in a friendly manner, and left the roow.—Since the au- 
dience with Frederick (1782), Lmever had a conversation on 
such a variety of subjects, at least with any prince : if L can 
judge correctly from recollection, L must give the Emperor 
the preference in point of solidity and comprehension: Fre. 
derick was somewhat Voltarian. Besides, there is in his tone 
much firmness and vigour, but m his mourh something as at- 
tractive and fascinating as in Frederick. It was ove of the 
most remaikable days Of my life. By his genius and his dis- 
interested goodness he has also conquered me. 


sass 


THE FIRST OF APRIL, OR, ALL FOOLS’ DAY. 
From the British Lady’s Magazine. 


A Custom, says the “ Spectator,” prevails every where 
among us on the first of April, when every body strives 
to make as many fools as ‘he can. The wit chiefly consists in 
sending persons on what are called sleeveless errands—tfor the 
History of Eve’s Mother, for pigeon’s milk, with similar ridi- 
colous commissions. He takes no notice of the rise of this 
singular kind of anniversary. ' 
he French, too, have their All Fools’ day, and call the per- 
son impused upon an April Fist: (poison d’ Avril). Bellenger, 
in his French Proverbs, endeavouis at the following explana- 
tion of this custom :—the word poison, he contends, is corrupted, 
through the ‘ignorance of the people, from “ passion;” and 
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leng'h of time besalmost totally defaced the original intention, 
which was to commewmoratethe passion of our Saviour that took 
placeabout thistimeof the year; aud,as the JewssenttheSon of 
Man backwards and forwards to;uiock and: torment: bim—i. e, 
from Ananias to Cainphas, from him to Pilate, from Pilate. to 


Herod, and thence again.io Pilate, this ridicnlous or .rathen. 


impious custom took its rise, by which we sent about from one 
place to another such peisons as we think. proper, objects. of 
our ridicule—Sych is Bellenger’s explanation. 

There is nothing, hardly, sxys the author of the “Essay to 
retrieve the ancient Celtic,” that will bear a.;clearer demon- 
stration, than that the primitive Christians, by way of conci- 
hating the Pagens toa better worship, hamoured their preju- 
dices by yielding to a conformity of names, and. even of cus- 
toms, where they did not essentially interfere with the funda- 
mentals of the Gospel doctrine. Tois was..done in order to 
quiet their possession, and to secure their tenute ; an adwira- 
ble expedient, and extremely fil, in those burbarious times, to 
prevent the people from returning to their old religion. Among 
these, in mitation of the Roman Saturnalia, was the Festum 
Fatuorum, when part of the,jollity of the season was a bur- 
lesque election of a mock. pope; mock cardinals, and mock 
bishops, attended with a thousand ridiculous and indecent ce- 
remonies, gambols,and anticks—such as singing and dancing 
in the churches, in lewd attitudes, to ridiculous. anthems, all al- 
jusive to the exploded pretensions of the Druids, whom these 
sports were calculated to expose to-scorn and derision. 

This feast of fools, he continues, had its designed effect; and 
contributed, perhaps, more to the extermination of those Hea- 
thens than all the collateral aid of fire and sword, neither of 
which were spared iv the persecution of them. 

The continuance of customs, especially droll ones, which 
suit the gross taste of the multitude, after the original cause 
of them had ceased, isa great, but no uncommon, absurdity. 

The epithet old fools (in the northern and old. English, au/d,) 
does not ill acco:d with the pictures of Druids which have 
been transmitted tous. The united appearance of wisdom, 
age, aud sanctity, which these ancient priesis assumed, doubt- 
less contributed in no small degree to the deception of the 
people. The Christian teachers, in their labours to undeceive 
the fettered multitudes, would probably spare no pains to pull 
off the masks from these venerable hypocrites, and point out 
to their converts thatage was not always synonymous with 
wisdom; that youth was not the peculiar period of folly; and 
that, together with young, there were o/d fools. 

Should the above be considered as a forced interpretation, 
jt can be offered in apology that, in joining the scattered frag- 
ments that survive the mutilation of ancient customs, we must 
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be forgiven if all the parts are not found closély to agree. Lit- 
te of the means of conjecture has been transmitted to us, and 
that little can only be eked out by conjecture. 

Ia Poor Robin’s Almanack for 1760, there is a metrical de- 
¢ription of the modern fooleries on the first of April, with an 
dpen avowal of igaorance as to the origin :— 


The first of April, some do say, 

Is set apart for All Fools’ Day ; 

But why the people call it so, 

Nor I, nor they themselves do know. 

But on this day are people sent. 

On purpose for pure merriment; 

And, though this dav is known before. 
Yet frequently there is great store. 

Of ‘these forgetfals to be found, ; 
Who’re sent to dance Moll Dixon's round, 
And, having tried each shop and stall, 
And disappointed at them ail, 

At last some tells them of the cheat, 
Theu they return from the pursuit, 

Aad straightway home with shame they run, 
Aad others laugh at what is doue, 

Bui ’tis a thing to be disputed 

Which is the greatest fool reputed, 

The man that iunoceatly went, 

Or he that him design’dly sent. 


In Ward’s “ War of the Elements,” London 1708, in -his 
epitaph on the French prophet who was to make bis resurrec- 
wn the 25thef May, he says— 

O' th’ first of April tra! the scene been laid, 
I should have laugh’d to ’ve seen the living made 
Such April fools and blocklieads by the dead. 


Goldsmith, ia bis “ Vicar of Wakefield,” speaks of rustics 
who showed their wit on the first of April 
Su,in “ The First of April, or Triumphs of Folly,” Lon- 
don 1797: 
’Twas on the morn when April doth appear, 
And wets the primrose with its maiden tear; 
"Twas on the morn when /aughing Folly rutes, 
And calls her sons around, and dubs them fools, 
Bids them be bold, some untriéd path explore, 
And do such deeds zs fools ne’er did before. 


See the “ World,” No. iQ, for some pleasayt remarks on 
this subject, supposed to be from the pen of Lord Orford. 
See a forced conjecture on the origin of this custom, which is 
scarcely worth copying, in the fifty-third “ Gentleman’s Ma- 
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gazine,” for July 1783. There is another vague. guess in the 
« British Apollo,” London 1703, which is ridiculed in a sub. 
sequent part of the same work ; but J dare not transcribe either. 

‘I’. Row, which is well known as the nom de guerre of the 
venerable Dr. Pegge, accounts for it in this way :—The year 
formerly began, as to some purposes, and in some respects, on 
the 25th of March, which was supposed to be the incarnation 
of our Lord ; and it is certain that the commencement of the 
hew year, at whatever time that was supposed to be, was always 
esteemed a high festival. Now, great festivals were usually 
attended with aa octave (Gent. Mag, 1762, p. 562,)—that 
is, they were wont to continueeight days, of which the first 
and last were the principal ; asd you will find the first of April 
is the octave of the 25th of March, and the close or ending, 
consequently, of that feast, which was both ihe festival of the 
annunciation and of the new yeass Hence, as I take it, it be- 
came a day. of extuaordinary mirth and festivity, especially 
among the loweg sorts, who are apt to pervert and make bad 
use of institutions which at first might be very laudable in 


the mselves. 


The custom prevails in Sweden, as we learn from Toreen’s 
Voyage to China. Ia Lisbon, as we are informed by Mr. 
Southey (Letters from Spain and Partugal, p, 427), they play 
the fool on the Sunday and Monday preceding Lent, 





CURLOUS FACT IN NATURAL HISTORY. 


HE following fact in natural history is net, perhaps, ge- 
nerally known : it is perfectly authenticated, and 18 in the 
highest degree carious and interesting. All animals exert 
themselves to provide for their young; and many of them 
unite for uiutaal defence and protection. Yet when any of 
the number is wounded or disabled, and unable to provide for 
itself, it is usuatly abaudoned by its companions, and left to its 
fate. An instance to the contrary occurs, however, in the isles 


of Mazatlan, on thé northern shores of America. 


A bird is 


here feund, called an aleatraz, aud resembling a goose in size 
and appeurance. When, by any accident, ene of these birds 
is unable to go in quest of its food, which cousists chiefly of a 
swall fish, hke a sprat, called a sardine, its compassionate asso- 
ciates bring supplies to hiw from time to time in great abun- 
dance. Aud se constant are they in their attention, that the 
Indians take advantage of their kindpess, and are at great 
pains to catch ao alcatraz, and tether ittoa tree or stake, ia 
order that they may share in the supplies of sardines, with 
which Iviv table is constantly farnished.—* Io the island of St. 
Rocque,” says a Spauish navigator,“ we found ane of these 
ulcatraz’s attached with a cord to the branch ef a tree, and a 


great heap ef satdincs close w it.” 
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Miss Hutton’s Charagter of -her Father. © 


” Y father [Mr. William Hatton, of Birmingham] recol- 

M lected with gratitude to Providence the- success that 
had crowned the exertions of his youth, ‘ How thapkiul 
oaght [ to be,’ “he wohld say, * for the comforts that surround 
ine. Whereshould [ have been now if [ had continued a 
stockinger? [I must have been in the workhouse. They all 

there when they cannot see to work. [ have ail [ can wish 
Fir: I think of these things every day.’ My father seldom 
spoke of his death ; but [ have reason to believe he constantly 
watched it approach, and was sensible of evety’ advance he 
made towards it. ‘Some expressions [ have mentioned tend 
to.prove this;and: while I was at Melvern he said to his at- 
tendant, ‘ I shall not be long ferthis world’— My father has 
delineated-his own character in-the history he has written of 
his life, - Little more remains to be said; and I hope thut little 
will not be too much. [ think the predominant feature in my 
father’s character was the love ef peace. No quarrel ever 
happened within the sphere of his influence, in which he did 
not act the partof a mediator, and endeavour to conciliate 
both sides ; ‘and, I believe, no’quariel ever happened where he 
was concerned in which he did not relinquish a pert 
of his right. The first lessons he taught his children were, 
that the giving up an argument was weritorious, and that hav- 
ing the last word was a fault.—My father’s love of peace made 
him generally silent on those inexbaustible subjects of dispute 
and animosity, religion and politics. His sufferings at the 
riots drew his sentiments from him, and he gave them without 
reserve: they will be found too liberal forthe present day. 
Public opinion, like the pendulum of a elock, cannot rest in 
the centre. From the time of the riots it has beeg verging 
towards bigotry and slavery.. Having reached ‘its limits it wiil 
verge towards the opposite extremes, infidelity aud anarchy. 
Truth is the centre ; and, perhaps, my father’s Opinions muy 
not have been wide of the mark.” ‘ 


— 





REFLECTIONS. 


T is not uncommon to see men wha are separately of the 
soundest judgment and thé greatest ability, forgetting when 

they are in a body, the principles of their private good sense, 
and following the impulse given by those who are the hottest 
headed among them. 

Those who flee from the world, are commonly persons whe 
can be of little use’ ia it, 
VoL, 57 3 iu 
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Answer, by J. Ferwodd, of Pougbill,.soJ. Sansom's Rebus, inserted the 30th 
of December. 


Asstt the needy help'the poor, — 
But AVARI k ‘drive far from your door. 
+? The fike answer has been recejved from W. P. Swaffeld, Allington; 
1. Davy; Broadwinsor; R. Oxenham, Martock; and R. S. Sherwood, of 
vy bridge: : 2 Mui 


i i + r 


Answer, by W. P. Swaffeld, of Allington, to ¥, Tucker's Rebus, inserted the 
27th of January. 


C MEL I have brought to viewy, « 
ich is. the mountain meant by.you, 





&@ Similar‘answers have !been received ‘from Tristram Shandy, of ‘Aw. 
liscombe ; and H. Swaffeld, of, Aljipgyon. 4 dou iisde b * 
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Answer, by J. Patten, of West Chinnock, 40 Avohtonidus’s Rebus, inserted the 
2qth of January, 


TABLE is'the subject of your lay, 
And Writing on it I-Have been to-day. 


e wales 


cee! 





*,* Similar answers have been received from Tristram Shandy, of Awlis. 
combe; and J. Davy, of Broadwinsor. 





R EB, WU S. 


A of Janus ‘first you'll view; 

A town. in Comwaill likewise shew ; 
A_king of Thessaly pnfold; , 0:1) 5 
A beast of prey must next be told;.. 

A well-knows piri in Exigland Found ; 
A metal useful next.exponnd 5 

A liquid speasure also name ; 

And last a poet of great faine. 

’ Pind the initials, join thet right, 

My surname you will bring to sight. 











ENIGMA, éy J. Jer-wood, of Pougbill. 


rr a feeling heart excite, 
In country’s cause, or neighbour’s right; 
For me the hero risks his life, 

In war’s alarms, and fields of. strife ; 

The surly cynic I can charm, : 

And e’en the bachelor’s bosom warm ; 

I also cheer the shepherd swain, 

The ruddy youth, the vitgio train ; 

But if too much of méthey know, 

What dire etfeogs from it may flow! 

Sad maladies on them intrude, 

Or melancholy’s ‘musing mood ; 

For such I am, and such my sway, 

That Jove himself. to me gives way— 

-But stop my muse, ere this I’m known, 

To all of you familiar grown. 
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POE TRY. 
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KNOWLEDGE.—AN ODE. 


AIL, ‘Rnowtledge 1 source of joy divine, 
All other bliss, compared with thine, . . 
How comfortless and low f owned ty 
The lowing herds, that graze the field, 
Taste ail the sweets that sense can yield, 
*¢ But god-like beings knot.” 


Thou only givest solid joy ¢: >"! 

All earth-borr pleasuressoon will cley, : 
And pall upon thesense = 

But wisdom’s sacred stores im part 

Enlivening traasports¢to the heart, 
Which speak its excellence. 


By knowledge raised the mind can fly, 
With lightning’s speed, from sky t@ sky, 
Exploring nature’s laws; 
And joys to set, as planets roll, 
In bright array from pole to pole, 
The ruling first great cause... 


It views in every plant and flawer 

The footsteps of Almighty Power, 
Unseen by vulgar minds ; 

In every product of the earth, 

In creatures of the humblest birth, 
Unceasing pleasure finds. 


When deep-mouthed thenders burst on high, 
When comet, blazing through the skyy 

Fill mortals with alarm.“ 
Then knowledge fortifies the breast,: 
Charms all our rising fears to rest, 

And whispers ‘‘, fear no harm.” 


How many ills in: life’s shert span 2 
Attend the pilgrimage of man! 
Yet knowledge scorns theaall ; 
Ev’n death’s grim face no horror wears, 
For wisdom still, with courage bears 
Whatever can befal. 


It weans the mind from base desire, 

And bids our rising theughts aspire 
To nought but joye-divine ; 

It frees from clouds the meatal sight, 

And causes truth’s celestial light 
With bright effulgence shine, 


*Tis knowledge rends the veil away 

That hides from view the glorious day 
Which shines beyond the skies; 

It lifts our grovelling thoughts from earth, 

it makes the sou! smile even on death— 

The soul which never dies! 
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Whilst others grasp at wealth and power, 

The glittering gewgaws of an hour, 4 
May knowledge e’er be mine t 

Tt grieves not me that fortune frowns; 

I ask not wealth, norenvy erowns— 
I seek fur joys divirte! 
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ADDRESS TO SOLITUDE... - 


ITH thee, swect solitude! henceforth with thee 
Let mein safety tread, 
From vanity and caprice fleey. - 
‘The silent tear to shed, 
Urged by reflection. 
The heart with innocency fraught 
The sullied garb: may wear, 
Yet though by injuries thus sought, 
It cannot, will not bear 
.2.1 Thekeen reflection. 
Come then, thy haunts I’d fain explore, 
Sweet solitude! loved friend! 
With thee my pensive thoughts shall soar, 
Where they shall guardéed-end 
In calm refiection. 
The rude, tempestuous, bustling «ecs 
Thy swect asylum Shuns ; 
In thy blest soil serenely glows, 
Warned by thy tempering suns, 
The soul’s retlection- 
*Tis in thy sweet tecluse we nnd 
That energy of soul, > 
Whence pure, subliwe effusions stcal, 
Free from the'rude controul 
f mixed refiections. 
Then, in those blest, inspiring wilds, 
My heart would ever dwell, 
There meet, sweet peace! thy blissful smiles, 
And secretly repel 
Unkind reflections. 
Here injuries, by envy wrought, 
A rich resource may find, 
In this swect spot, so rarely sought, 
Are sacred joys enshrined, 
Sublime reflections. 





THE INQUIETUDE OF MAN. 





Si sun is sinking in the west, 
The groves, the evening zephyrs fan ; 
The happy beasts prepare for rest, 
And all is calm but man! 
Poor restiess creature of an hour, 
His longest hfe is but a span, 
And yet that span fell cares devour, 
For never calm is man! 
‘Though bounteous nature all has given, 
‘To make him blest on wisdom’s plan, 
A rebel ’gainst the will of Heaven, 
Still never calm is man! 





